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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1951  and,  once  again,  I find  this  a pleasant  duty. 

During  the  year,  the  Death  Rate  was  higher  than  the 
previous  year,  as  was  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  whilst  the 
Birth  Rate  was  lower  than  in  recent  years,  but  nevertheless 
is  appreciably  higher  than  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole. 

The  scheme  for  the  unified  control  of  the  Expectant 
Mother  Group  continued  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and 
it  is  notable  that  nine  of  every  ten  Expectant  Mothers  in 
your  district  attended  the  local  Health  Authority’s  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics.  There  was  some  break  in  the  continuity, 
however,  when  Dr.  J.  C.  A.  Renshaw,  the  Junior  Obstetrician, 
resigned  his  appointment  at  the  beginning  of  September.  It 
is  expected  that  the  joint  appointment  of  Senior  Hospital 
Medical  Officer  will  be  soon  made  with  the  Hospital  Board. 

Again  more  After-Care  work  is  being  carried  out  on 
patients  discharged  from  Hospital,  and  I feel  that  the  link- 
up of  the  medical  services  in  your  district  is  quite  satis- 
factory. There  continues  to  be  mutual  help  and  co-opera- 
tion between  Hospital,  General  Medical  Practitioners  and 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

With  regard  to  the  general  environmental  state  of  your 
District,  the  policy  has  been  the  maintenance  of  essential 
repairs  to  dwelling  houses.  The  repairs  requested  are  the 
minimum  to  maintain  reasonable  living  standards  in  the 
home,  and  in  many  cases,  repairs  which  would  cost  many 
times  this  sum  could  reasonably  be  asked  'for  from  the 
owners.  Will  the  coming  years  show  that  in  spite  of  these 
repairs  there  is  a large  increase  in  the  amount  of  sub- 
standard property  in  your  District? 

Again,  during  the  year,  it  has  been  noticed  that  with 
the  rehousing  of  small  numbers  of  families  where  there  is 
a sufferer  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lung,  there  has  been  a 
necessity  to  ensure  that  the  rent  of  the  new  home  is  in 
keeping  with  the  total  income  of  the  family. 

Help  from  the  Sanitary  Department  has  been  forth- 
coming in  the  general  plan  of  improving  the  conditions 
associated  with  one  of  the  present  social  evils,  i.e.,  the 
problem  family. 


3 


I feel  I am  satisfied  that  the  health  of  your  district 
remains  good,  and  that  the  future  will  show  increasingly 
better  health  statistics  and  results. 

For  four  years  now,  the  Divisional  Scheme  of  the 
Preventive  Medical  Service  has  been  in  operation  in  your 
District,  and  I feel  that  it  can  be  reasonably  said  that  this 
scheme  has  initially  been  very  successful.  During  the  year, 
consideration  was  given  to  a proposal  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  of  delegation  of  powers  relating  to  the 
functions  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  carrying  out 
the  services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946. 

I wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  has 
been  some  change  in  the  membership  of  the  Council,  and  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  that  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council  retired  at  the  end  of  the  year,  thus  causing  some 
break  in  the  continuity  of  the  Public  Health  effort. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  help  and  keen 
interest  in  Public  Health  matters,  and  I greatly  appreciate 
the  support  I have  had  from  them  during  the  year. 

I would  like  especially  to  thank  Mr.  G.  H.  Allemby,  your 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  valued  advice  and 
co-operation  during  the  year,  and  I wish  to  say  that  I have 
enjoyed  the  easy  working  with  Mr.  C.  Bishop,  the  Clerk,  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Lastly,  I wish  to  thank  my  Divisional  Office  Staff  for 
their  efficiency  during  the  year,  and  help  in  the  compilation 
of  this  Report. 

I remain, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  LEIPER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Dearne  Urban  District 
Council. 


SECTION  A 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  3,888 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident 

population  mid  1951  24,240 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  December, 

1951)  6,499 

Rateable  Value  £91,834 

Net  Product  of  a Penny  Rate £334 

Rainfall  for  year  (in  inches) 28.44 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  189 

The  social  conditions  of  the  District,  which  lies  in  the 
Dearne  Valley  of  South  Yorkshire,  are  those  associated  with 
the  growth  of  deep  seam  coal  mining  near  old  villages. 
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In  the  last  six  years,  the  population  has  risen  steadily 
from  23,270  to  24,240.  There  has  been  a corresponding  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  from  5,977  to 
6,499. 

The  rateable  value  is  the  highest  in  any  year,  as  is 
the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  at  28.44  inches  was  the  highest 
since  1946  when  31.57  inches  of  rain  fell,  and  the  number 
of  days  on  which  rain  fell  in  1951  was  the  highest  of  any 
of  the  last  six  years. 

It  would  still  apparently  be  very  beneficial  if  more  light 
industries  were  to  come  into  the  area.  These  industries 
usually  employ  women  and  girls,  some  of  whom  travel  to 
neighbouring  towns  to  work  in  the  textile  industry. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1951 


Live  Births:  Legitimate 

Males 

256 

Females 

192 

Total 

448 

Illegitimate 

10 

8 

18 

Stillbirths  

9 

7 

16 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

11 

7 

18 

Deaths  (all  ages)  

165 

117 

282 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  popu- 
lation— 

(Crude)  

(Corrected)  

Stillbirths  — Rate  per  1,000 
Births  (Live  and  Still)  ... 
Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population 
Corrected  Figure  (compara- 
bility figure  1.29) 


19.22 

20.37 

33.19 

11.63 

15.00 


(Comparability  factors  to  be  used  for  correcting  Crude 
Deaths  and  Birth  Rates  are  as  follows) : — 

Births  Deaths 

1.06  1.29 

Death 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  & 
Deaths  still)  Births 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 


Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion...  Nil  0.00 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  38.63 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  40.18 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births Nil 
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Deaths  from: 

Cancer  (all  ages)  - ...  45 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)...  ...  9 


Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  2 

The  total  number  of  Live  Births,  464,  shows  a decline  of 
63  on  last  year’s  figure  and  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  any  one 
year  since  the  last  war. 

The  number  of  Still  Births  at  16  was  about  the  average 
for  your  District  in  any  one  year,  and  was  one  less  than  the 
previous  year. 

The  Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  has 
risen,  as  was  forecast  last  year,  to  39  per  1,000  related  live 
births,  but  in  spite  of  this  rise,  I feel  that  the  general  overall 
trend  of  infant  wastage  is  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  at  all  ages  is 
slightly  higher  than  the  average  for  the  last  five  years,  and 
has  only  been  exceeded  in  1948,  when  there  were  46  deaths, 
and  for  the  second  year  running  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
there  were  no  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  or  Measles. 

There  were  three  children  who  died  from  Diarrhoea 
under  2 years  of  age  in  your  District  in  1951,  and  this  is 
about  the  average  number  of  deaths  from  this  complaint 
since  1945.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  there  is  a possibility 
that  some  of  these  deaths  might  have  been  prevented. 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  during  1951 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

8 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

2 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

5 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

8 

— 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

— 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  

17 

9 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

1 

5 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

14 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

9 

5 

6 


19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

15 

27 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

1 

22. 

Influenza  , 

6 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia  

4 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis  

18 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

5 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

2 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

16 

25 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

4 

5 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

11 

1 

35. 

Suicide  

2 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

Total  from  all  causes  ...  165  117 


The 

total 

number  of  deaths  recorded 

from  all  causes 

during  the  year  1951  was  282, 

an  increase  of  91  deaths  from 

the  total 

of  191  in  1950. 

Est.  Mid-Year 

Total  No. 

year 

Population 

of  Deaths 

Crude  Death  Rate 

1944 

22,620 

235 

11.6  per  1,000 

1945 

22,870 

243 

11.4 

1946 

23,270 

230 

9.88 

1947 

23,330 

274 

12.0 

1948 

23,860 

259 

10.85 

1949 

24,170 

252 

10.4 

1950 

24,240 

191 

7.88 

1951 

24,240 

282 

11.63 

The  average  age  at  death  during  1951  was  just  60  years. 
The  main  causes  of  death  in  your  District  continue  to  be 
diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  (98  deaths),  Malig- 
nant disease  (46  deaths),  and  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 
(28  deaths). 

I feel  that  some  of  the  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia,  and  also  some  of  the  deaths  from  diseases  of 
heart  and  blood  vessels  may  be  related  to  the  fact  that  the 
atmosphere  is  especially  heavily  polluted  during  the  fog 
period  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  all  forms 
during  1951  was  only  11  and  this  is  less  than  the  figure  of  15 
which  was  recorded  in  1950  and  1949,  and  is  the  lowest 
recorded  since  1944. 

The  comparison  of  the  various  rates  in  your  District  as 
against  England  and  Wales,  the  126  County  Boroughs,  etc., 
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and  the  148  smaller  towns,  are  appended  below: — 


148  Smaller 
Towns 


England 

126  County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns 

(Resident 

Population 

25,000-50.000 

Dearne 

and 

(including 

at  1931 

Urban 

Wales 

London ) 

Census) 

District 

Bates  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Births 

Live  Births 

15.5 

17.3 

16.7 

20.4 

Still  Births 

0.36 

0.45 

0.38 

0.66 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

12.5 

13.4 

12.5 

15.0 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.31 

0.37 

0.31 

0.45 

Influenza  

0.38 

0.36 

0.38 

0.33 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including 
Polioencephalitis ) 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

0.61 

0.65 

0.63 

0.25 

Notifications  (Corrected) 
Typhoid  Fever  ...  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.04 

Meningococcal 
Infection 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.08 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.11 

1.20 

1.20 

1.16 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3.87 

3.62 

4.00 

3.88 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.04 

Erysipals  

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.70 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

14.07 

13.93 

14.82 

7.50 

Pneumonia 

0.99 

1.04 

0.96 

1.86 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including 
Polioencephalitis) 
Paralytic 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.12 

Non-Paralytic  ... 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Food  Poisoning 

0.13 

0.15 

0.08 

1.07 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1 
year  of  age 

29.6(a) 

Rates  per  1.000  Live  Births 

33.9  27.6 

38.6 

Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea  under  2 
years  of  age 

1.4 

1.6 

1.0 

6.44 

Rates  per 

1.000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 

Births 
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Notifications  (Corrected) 

Puerperal  Fever  and 

Pyrexia  10.66  13.77  8.08  2.07 

(a)  Per  1.000  related  Live  Births 


Maternal  Mortality 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 
Still)  Births 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion — England 

and  Wales 0.79 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  — The 

Dearne  Urban  District 0.00 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

In  all,  18  children  under  one  year  of  age  died  during 
the  year,  when  there  was  a total  of  466  live  births,  which 
represents  a rate  of  38  deaths  per  1,000  related  live  births 
(England  and  Wales  rate  29.6  per  1,000  live  births).  The 
pattern  of  the  cause  of  death  of  Infants  under  one  year  has 
reverted  temporarily  to  that  of  the  past,  and  there  has  been 
a preponderance  of  deaths  in  children  between  one  month 
and  one  year,  as  against  the  figure  for  the  deaths  of 
children  under  one  month  of  age. 

It  is  thought  that  this  pattern  will  change,  and  it  will 
gradually  evolve  that  most  of  the  infant  deaths  will  take 
place  in  children  under  one  month  of  age. 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  note  that  only  three  infants  died 
— all  under  one  week  of  age — from  prematurity,  and  that 
this  cause,  which  is  normally  the  main  one,  was  less  than 
last  year.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  majority  of  the  deaths 
occurred  during  the  first  and  last  quarters  of  the  year. 

As  was  stated  in  previous  reports,  it  should  be  noted 
that  the  total  number  of  births  naturally  occurring  each 
year  in  your  district  is  statistically  low,  and  that  variations 
in  the  infant  death  rate  which  have  occurred  in  the  past  will 
naturally  occur  again  in  the  future.  I will  repeat,  however, 
that  I am  quite  satisfied  that  the  general  trend  remains 
favourable. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  your  district  in  the 
year  1951.  There  was  one  such  maternal  death  in  1950,  and 
one  in  1949,  but  none  in  the  years  1946,  1947  and  1948. 
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Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  1951 

Age  at  Death 


Weeks  Months 


Cause  of  Death 

Un- 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

1-2 

2-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Prematurity  . . 

3 

3 

Congenital  Malformation  . . 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Debility  . . 

1 

1 

Icterus 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Gastro-Enteritis 

3 

3 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

1 

1 

Sarcoma 

1 

1 

Total  . . 

6 1 1 1 

2 

3 

6 1 

1 

18 

Infant  Deaths 

January 

2 ) 

First 

February 

1 

Quarter 

March 

2 | 

5 

April 

— — ] 

Second 

May 

* * ( 

Quarter 

June 

..  1 j 

1 

July 

••  ~ 1 

Third 

August 

3 1 

Quarter 

September 

..  1 j 

4 

October 

1 1 

Fourth 

November 

3 1 

Quarter 

December 

4 1 

8 

SECTION  B 

1.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA 

The  full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  your 
Authority  are  printed  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  H.  T.  Findlay,  and  the  services  are  completely 
satisfactory. 

Throat  swab  examinations,  sputum  and  faeces  examina- 
tions have  been  the  most  frequent.  The  testing  of  samples 
of  blood  of  expectant  mothers  for  Rhesus  factor  and  Khan 
examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Blood  Transfusion 
Service,  Sheffield,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Malone. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Ambulance  facilities  for  your  Urban  District  are 
arranged  by  the  County  Ambulance  Officer,  and  are  centred 
on  the  Depot  for  the  County  Ambulance  Service  at  Dunford 
House,  Wath-on-Dearne,  where  four  ambulances  and  two 
sitting  case  vehicles  were  available  during  the  year. 
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(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

In  1950,  in  the  Dearne  Urban  District,  there  were  10,261 
nursing  visits  paid  by  the  District  Nurse.  During  1951,  there 
were  12,687  visits  made  to  patients  in  the  Dearne  area.  The 
staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  one  Queen’s  Nurse 
and  three  State  Registered  Nurses,  only  one  of  whom 
possessed  a car. 

During  the  year,  one  Queen’s  Nurse  resigned  in  April 
and  one  of  the  State  Registered  Nurses  was  receiving 
instruction  on  the  Queen’s  method  of  District  Nursing. 

The  standard  of  nursing  has  been  very  good,  and  the 
majority  of  the  cases  nursed  in  the  home  have  continued  to 
be  cases  of  cardio-vascular  degenerative  diseases  of  the 
aged.  The  work  of  the  Home  Nurse  has  been  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  the  general  public,  and  by  my  colleagues  in  general 
practice. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  pressure  on  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  continues  a long  time  after  the  bad  weather 
period,  as  the  cases  nursed  in  the  home  are  essentially  of  a 
chronic  nature. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics  used  solely 
for  Diagnosis  and  Consultation 


(d)  The  Dearne  Urban  District 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  Washington 
Road,  Goldthorpe: — 

Monday  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Thursday  2.0  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Houghton 


Monday  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
Tuesday  3.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 
Friday  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
Ante-Natal  Clinic 
Road,  Thurnscoe — 
Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
Immunisation  Clinic 
Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
Ante-Natal  Clinic 


(e)  Child  Welfare  Centres 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  premises  during  the 
year,  and  as  reported  last  year,  neither  of  the  Centres  are 
satisfactory.  It  is  to  be  pointed  out  that  neither  Centre  has 
running  water  in  the  medical  inspection  room. 

Returns  from  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  your  District 
during  1951  and  the  previous  two  years  show  a total  number 
of  attendances  made  by  the  children  as  follows: — 


(a)  Goldthorpe 

Under  1 year  of  age 
1951 
2,698 

Over  1 year  of  age 
1951 

496 


Under  1 year  of  age 
1950 

2,360 

Over  1 year  of  age 
1950 


454 


Under  1 year  of  age 
1949 

2,507 

Over  1 year  of  age 
1949 

119 
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(b)  Thurnscoe 

Under  1 year  of  age 
1951 

3,504 

Over  1 year  of  age 
1951 

874 


Under  1 year  of  age 
1950 

3,249 

Over  1 year  of  age 
1950 
686 


Under  1 year  of  age 
1949 

3,331 

Over  1 year  of  age 
1949 
826 


(f)  Ante-Natal  Clinics 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  held  at  each  of  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres  each  week  under  the  care  of  Dr.  J.  C.  A. 
Renshaw,  Junior  Obstetrician,  who  resigned  on  the  31st 
August,  1951.  Since  then,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  has  not 
been  possible  to  advertise  the  vacancy,  the  Ante -Natal  work 
has  been  carried  out  by  Dr.  Demaine  and  myself. 

During  the  year,  provision  of  blackboards  and  easels 
was  made  for  group  teaching  of  Expectant  Mothers. 

444  Expectant  Mothers  made  2,624  attendances  at  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  your  district.  Thus  this  means  in  fact 
that  90  of  every  100  expectant  mothers  in  your  district 
attended  the  Clinics  in  the  Ante-Natal  period.  I consider 
this  figure  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  I think  it  is  notable  that 
in  1950  514  expectant  mothers  made  2,727  visits  to  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics,  so  that  in  effect  the  percentage  of  expectant 
mothers  routinely  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  is 
remaining  about  the  same. 

(g)  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Monday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Market  St.,  Mexborough  Wednesday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

8,  Goldthorpe  Road, 

Goldthorpe  Thursday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

The  staff  at  both  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  consists  of  a 
Tuberculosis  Officer  and  two  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors, 
and  a close  liaison  is  kept  between  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  medical  staff  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

It  is  expected  that  arrangements  now  being  made  for  a 
new  Chest  Clinic  with  X-ray  facilities  situated  at  Whately 
House  at  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  will  be  com- 
pleted in  the  near  future.  It  may  then  well  be  that  the 
present  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  at  Goldthorpe  and  Mex- 
borough will  become  redundant. 

(h)  Venereal  Disease  Clinic 

A Treatment  and  Diagnostic  Clinic  is  held  at  12, 
Frederick  Street,  Rotherham,  and  there  are  other  Clinics  at 
Barnsley,  Sheffield  and  Doncaster. 

(i)  General  Hospital  Services 

General  Hospital  Services  are  provided,  in  the  main,  by 

12 


the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  Moorgate  Hospital, 
Rotherham,  and  Barnsley  Beckett  Hospital.  There  is  an 
increasing  liaison  between  the  local  Health  Authority  and 
the  Hospital  Management  Committee,  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Harvey, 
Paediatrician,  now  holds  Clinics  at  the  Montagu  Hospital, 
Mexborough,  on  every  Friday  afternoon,  except  the  last  in 
each  month,  throughout  the  year.  Dr.  J.  C.  A.  Renshaw  also 
held  a weekly  Clinic  at  the  Hospital  prior  to  his  resignation. 

(j)  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

Wath  Wood  Isolation  Hospital,  for  many  years  an 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  yours  and  other  districts, 
closed  for  such  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A tribute  is 
greatly  deserved  for  the  great  medical  and  nursing  care  that 
has  for  decades  been  given  there  to  the  treatment  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease. 


The  infectious  disease  cases  from  your  district  are  now 
being  admitted  to  the  Kendray  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Barnsley,  whilst  the  Wath  Wood  Isolation  Hospital  is  now 
designated  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  cases. 

(k)  Maternity  Hospitals 

The  Maternity  block  of  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mex- 
borough, Listerdale  Maternity  Home,  Hallamshire  Maternity 
Home,  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley,  have  all  been  available 
during  the  year  for  booked  cases  on  a priority  system. 

Out  of  a total  of  456  institutional  births  to  mothers 
normally  resident  in  the  whole  of  Division  30,  319  births 
occurred  in  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough.  Other  births 
occurred  principally  in  the  following  Hospitals: — 

Hamilton  Annexe...  41  (36  live  and  5 still  births) 

Listerdale 39  (37  live  and  2 still  births) 

St.  Helen’s 32  (30  live  and  2 still  births) 


2.  MENTAL  HEALTH 
DISTRICT,  1951 
Training  

Institutions  and  Vacancies 

West  Riding  Patients 
Hospital  Board  Patients  ... 


SERVICE  — DEARNE  URBAN 

5 children  attending  Doncaster 
Occupation  Centre. 

1 child  and  2 adults  receiving 
home  training. 

1 adult  admitted  to  an  Insti- 
tution. 

Vacancies  required  for  4 adults 
and  3 children. 

50  under  Statutory  Supervision. 
12  under  Voluntary  Supervision. 
4 under  Guardianship. 

7 after-care  patients. 


Mental  Health — General 

The  Mental  Health  Service  has  made  little  progress 
during  the  year.  The  prospect  of  an  Occupation  Centre 
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to  serve  the  area  seems  as  remote  as  ever,  though  the  need 
of  it  is  increasing.  The  Home  Teacher  who  carried  out  the 
Home  Training  of  Mental  Defectives,  resigned  her  appoint- 
ment during  the  year. 

Admission  to  Institutions 

Seven  patients  who  live  in  your  district  are  awaiting 
Institutional  care,  and  they  present  great  social  problems, 
as  the  care  places  a great  strain  on  their  families. 

After-Care  Service 

The  After-Care  Service  for  patients  discharged  from 
Mental  Hospital  is  growing  rapidly,  but  it  is  not  possible  to 
pay  all  the  attention  necessary  to  these  patients. 


Div.  30 

Dearne 

U.D. 

1.  No.  of  defectives  ascertained  during  1951  . . 

10 

(12) 

4 

(8) 

Total  No.  of  defectives  ascertained  . . 

139 

(140) 

66 

(63) 

2.  No.  under  Guardianship 

7 

(7) 

4 

(4) 

No.  under  Statutory  Supervision 

106 

(104) 

50 

(47) 

No.  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

25 

(26) 

12 

(ID 

No.  on  licence  from  Institution 

1 

(3) 

— 

(1) 

3.  No.  awaiting  Institutional  Vacancies 

18 

(16) 

7 

(4) 

No.  attending  Doncaster  Occupation  Centre 

10 

(10) 

5 

(6) 

No.  being  home  trained 

5 

(12) 

3 

(6) 

Reports  made  for  Regional  Hospital  Boards 
(Institutional  Patients)  . . 

10  (15) 

7 (10) 

After-care  patients  (Mental  Hospital)  under 
Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  . . 

14 

(9) 

7 (4) 

Number  in  brackets  are  corresponding  figures 

for  1950 

3.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
(i)  Health  Visiting 

The  establishment  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  whole 
of  the  Division  was  made  up  of  9 Health  Visitors  (an  increase 
of  3 over  the  previous  years),  and  4 Assistant  Health 
Visitors,  whilst  the  establishment  for  the  Dearne  Urban 
District  was  3 qualified  Health  Visitors  at  Goldthorpe  and  2 
qualified  Health  Visitors  at  Thurnscoe. 

No  Health  Visitor  in  your  District  used  a car  for  her 
work  in  your  area  during  the  year. 

The  work  includes  School  Health  duties  and  also  visits 
to  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  home,  visiting  the 
aged,  supervision  of  Home  Helps,  Hospital  After-Care,  visits 
to  problem  families  and  housing  enquiries  and  other  work. 

At  the  Clinic  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  includes 
the  sale  of  orange  juice  and  vitamins  A and  D capsules,  an 
arrangement  with  the  Food  Office,  which  is  proving  satis- 
factory. 
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The  Health  Visitor  has  been  the  family  case  worker 
during  the  year,  and  within  5 years  or  so,  it  is  expected  that 
she  will  become  an  all  purpose  Health  Visitor  for  the  family. 

The  link-up  with  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  area 
has  been,  by  and  large,  satisfactory,  but  some  difficulty  is 
still  experienced  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  Health 
Visitor’s  area  does  not  normally  coincide  with  the  families 
attending  the  family  doctor. 

There  is  the  start  of  a team  spirit  amongst  the  Health 
Visitors  in  your  District,  and  a great  deal  of  confidence  due 
to  the  mastering  of  their  very  difficult  work.  A total  of 
25,547  effective  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  the 
Division  in  1951,  of  which  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  Dearne 
area  made  11,043. 

The  inaugural  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  Cor- 
relation of  information  relating  to  children  ill-treated  and 
neglected  in  their  own  homes  was  held  on  the  27th  June, 
1951,  and  Health  Visitors  attended  this  meeting,  which  was 
called  in  my  capacity  as  the  Acting  Designated  Officer. 

(ii)  Domiciliary  Midwives 

In  the  Dearne  Urban  District  there  are  six  Midwives  and 
one  Relief  Midwife,  all  of  whom  possess  cars  for  their  duties. 
Eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  ante-natal 
visits  were  made  by  the  Midwives  in  the  whole  Division 
during  1951,  and  of  these  4,084  visits  occurred  in  the  Dearne 
Area. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  expectant  mothers,  who 
were  discharged  from  the  Maternity  Hospitals  before  the 
fourteenth  day  following  their  delivery,  were  visited  in  the 
homes  by  the  Domiciliary  Midwives  during  the  year. 

Again,  constant  advice  has  been  given  by  the  Doctors 
and  Midwives  to  expectant  mothers  to  take  every  advantage 
of  the  welfare  preparations  and  the  full  diet  to  which  they 
are  entitled.  I am  quite  satisfied  that  the  progress  is  being 
maintained  in  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  field  during  the 
year. 

Applications  for  Institutional  Confinements 

During  the  year  in  the  whole  of  the  Division  424  appli- 
cations were  received  for  hospital  confinements,  of  which 
90  per  cent.  (382)  were  booked  into  hospital.  Some  of  these 
cases  were  due  for  delivery  in  hospital  in  1952. 

In  the  Dearne  District  152  applications  were  received 
and  135  were  accepted. 

Of  the  135  cases  booked  from  your  District,  111  were 
booked  in  at  the  Maternity  Ward  of  the  Montagu  Hospital, 
and  the  majority  of  the  remainder  at  St.  Helen  Hospital, 
Barnsley.  Of  those  booked,  the  groupings  were  as  follows: — 
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Priority  I — i.e.  on  account  of  medical  reasons...  33 

Priority  II  — i.e.  on  account  of  poor  social  condi- 
tions in  the  home  76 

Priority  III— Primigravida  and  mothers  having 

their  sixth  and  subsequent  child  ...  26 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

In  the  Division  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  was  administered 
at  423  of  the  602  domiciliary  confinements,  i.e.,  70  per  cent, 
of  all  mothers  having  babies  in  the  home  were  aided  with 
Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

For  the  expectant  mothers  in  the  Dearne  Urban  District 
Area,  187  out  of  a total  of  294  mothers  having  their  con- 
finement at  home  received  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia,  i.e.,  63 
per  cent. 

The  Divisional  figures  have,  in  this  respect,  risen  from 
37.4  per  cent,  to  70  per  cent,  during  the  last  3 years. 

(iii)  Care  of  the  Premature  Infant 

The  table  below  shows  that  13  premature  or  immature 
babies  were  born  in  the  domiciliary  practice  of  the  Midwives 
of  your  District  during  the  year,  and  of  these  babies,  two 
died. 

I feel  that  a new-born  infant  of  about  4 lbs.  in  weight, 
which  is  born  prematurely  in  the  home,  is  as  safe  to  rear 
when  the  Sorrento  technique  is  used,  as  in  the  Hospital. 

As  it  can  be  seen,  there  have  been  occasions  when  all 
the  Sorrento  cots  of  this  and  other  districts  were  in  use  at 
one  time. 

In  the  last  two  years,  it  is  noted  that  there  have  been 
only  seven  infants  under  one  year  of  age  whose  cause  of 
death  has  been  ascribed  to  prematurity. 

The  scheme  has  been  put  into  operation  when  an 
expectant  mother  went  into  premature  labour  at  her  home, 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  Sorrento  Premature  Baby 
Cot  to  be  delivered  by  ambulance  and  another  Midwife 
brought  in  to  receive  the  low-weight  baby  into  a warm  cot 
at  the  moment  of  birth. 

The  equipment  with  the  Cot  includes  special  Feeders, 
Baby  Clothes,  Hot  Water  Bottles,  Oxygen  Cylinders  and 
Humidifier. 
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Babies  nursed  in  Sorrento  Cots,  1951 
The  Dearne  Urban  District 

Birth  No.  of  Days 


Date  of 

Weight 

visits  Dom 

nursed 

Locality 

Birth 

lbs. 

OZ. 

Midwife 

in  Cot 

Remarks 

Thurnscoe 

3.1.51 

4 

12 

34 

30 

Survived 

Goldthorpe  . . 

31.1.51 

2 

14 

2 

1 

Died  1.2.51 

Thurnscoe 

6.2.51 

6 

— 

28 

20 

Survived 

Bolton 

4.3.51 

5 

4 

36 

30 

Bolton 

5.3.51 

4 

10 

34 

29 

Thurnscoe 

10.5.51 

5 

— 

37 

30 

Thurnscoe 

14.5.51 

4 

14 

35 

30 

Highgate 

1.7.51 

5 

6 

39 

33 

Bolton 

24.7.51 

5 

9 

29 

20 

Bolton 

7.9.51 

5 

8 

31 

27 

Thurnscoe 

6.10.51 

5 

2 

33 

29 

Goldthorpe  . . 

26.10.51 

5 

12 

30 

26 

Bolton 

20.12.51 

4 

14 

5 

2 

Died”22. 12.51 

4.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Facilities  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
vaccination  for  smallpox  are  readily  available  in  the  district, 
but  full  benefit  is  not  being  derived  from  these  schemes. 

As  a result  of  several  immunisation  sessions  in  the 
schools  in  your  district  there  has  been  a further  increase  in 
the  number  of  school  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  14 
who  are  protected  by  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  The 
percentage  now  immunised  in  this  age  group  has  risen  to 
98.3  per  cent. 

There  is,  however,  a slight  fall  in  the  number  of  children 
immunised  between  the  ages  of  0 and  5,  and  I would  once  • 
again  like  all  parents  to  take  advantage  of  this  scheme 
either  by  taking  their  infants  under  1 year  of  age  to  their 
own  family  doctor  or  to  the  doctor  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre  to  be  immunised  by  injection. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed  that  the  correct  age 
for  the  parents  to  consider  seeking  medical  advice  about 
immunisation  is  8 months. 

Again  I have  to  report  that  full  benefit  is  not  being 
taken  of  the  facilities  to  protect  children  by  vaccination 
against  smallpox,  as  less  than  one  out  of  every  ten  infants 
born  during  the  year  is  so  protected. 

Primary  vaccination  in  infancy  is  very  rarely  followed 
by  upsets  when  re-vaccination  takes  place,  but  primary 
vaccination  of  an  adolescent  or  young  adult  may  be 
attended  with  severe  constitutional  upsets. 

I append  herewith  a table  of  statistics  relating  to 
immunisation  against  diphtheria,  and  vaccination  against 
smallpox  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

During  the  year  every  progress  was  made  with  regard 
to  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  pertussis  antigen  to  be 
available  to  family  doctors  and  to  doctors  at  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics,  to  offer  protection  to  very  young  children  against 
Whooping  Cough. 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  FOR 
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Re-Vaccination 


5.  SECTION  28  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND 

AFTER-CARE 

(i)  Hospital  After-Care 

Miss  W.  J.  Bailey,  the  Health  Visitor  who  has  been  given 
the  task  of  arranging  for  hospital  after-care  from  the 
Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  reports  to  me  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  after-care  work  from 
the  hospital  during  1951. 

Background  reports  of  the  socio-medical  conditions  in 
the  home,  requested  by  the  Hospital  Authorities,  numbered 
362,  and  this  number  includes:  — 

99  patients  from  the  Dearne  Urban  area. 

79  patients  from  the  Mexborough  Urban  area. 

46  patients  from  the  Conisborough  and  Denaby  areas. 

138  patients  from  neighbouring  Urban  Districts. 

The  figure  of  362  shows  a satisfactory  increase  upon  the 
figure  in  1950  of  348.  Of  these  362  reports,  147  related  to 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  young  children  under 
14  years  of  age.  Thirty  of  the  reports  related  to  persons 
suffering  from  Diabetes  Mellitus. 

The  majority  of  the  remaining  requests  for  background 
reports  concerned  elderly  sick  persons  and  also  some 
patients  suffering  from  disorders  of  the  alimentary  canal. 

Information  regarding  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
and  young  children  on  their  discharge  from  the  Montagu 
Hospital,  was  passed  routinely  to  the  Health  Visitor  of  the 
respective  District  in  which  the  home  lay,  for  further  super- 
vision and  special  care,  where  necessary.  At  the  same  time, 
information  with  regard  to  the  discharge  of  the  patient  and 
the  action  requested  was  sent  to  the  family  doctor  concerned. 

Diabetic  patients  were  “ followed  up  ” in  their  homes, 
and  where  home  treatment  was  necessary,  this  was  given  by 
the  District  Nurse. 

Especially  amongst  the  elderly  patient  who  has  been 
sick  and  is  being  discharged  from  hospital  but  who  lives 
alone,  there  has  been  a need  for  the  helpful  advice  and 
executive  action  often  provided  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Also  domestic  help  has  been  supplied  to  cases  where  this 
has  been  recommended,  and  the  hospital  has  been  glad  of 
the  “ follow  up  ” of  patients  discharged  from  hospital,  which 
is,  on  the  whole,  greatly  appreciated. 

6.  SECTION  47.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  action  by  the  Council, 
nor  reports  by  me  to  the  Council,  under  this  Section. 
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7.  CASES  RECEIVING  HOME  HELP  IN  THE  DEARNE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  FOR  1951 

During  the  year,  129  families  in  your  District  received 
Domestic  Help,  and  in  1950  a total  of  131  families  received 
help. 


Illness  

1951 

15 

1950 

28 

Tuberculosis  

2 

3 

Lying  In  

46 

49 

Expectant  Mothers 

12 

10 

Aged  Sick  ... 

37 

23 

Aged  Infirm  

17 

8 

Children  of  School  Age  ... 

— 

10 

129 

131 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  comparative  figures  for  the  two 
years,  which  show  the  medical  reasons  for  the  necessity  for 
domestic  help  in  the  house,  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  homes  where  a Home  Help  attended  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity  of  the  aged  during  1951.  I 
feel  that  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  in  a 
number  of  cases  the  provision  of  Domestic  Help  for  these 
aged  persons  has  been  of  great  benefit,  and  has  allowed 
mental  and  physical  rest  amongst  aged  people,  and  has 
also  enabled  them  to  be  nursed  through  their  sickness  at 
home,  without  necessity  in  many  cases  for  removal  to 
Hospital. 

With  8%  of  the  population  of  your  district  aged,  and 
this  figure  increasing  as  the  years  go  by,  I can  foresee  a 
further  increase  in  the  provision  of  Domestic  Help  for  house- 
holds where  there  are  aged  infirm  persons. 

During  the  year,  there  have  been  no  applications  made 
for  the  care  of  children  in  the  home,  i.e.,  when  the  Mother 
is  ill  or  has  to  become  an  in-patient  in  a Hospital. 

During  the  year,  the  total  number  of  families  in  which 
Domestic  Help  was  provided  in  the  Medical  Division  No.  30, 
was  343. 

SECTION  F.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFEC- 
TIOUS AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

(i)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Of  the  major  infectious  diseases  reported  in  your  district 
during  the  year,  there  were  three  cases  of  acute  Polio- 
myelitis, one  concerning  a child  aged  4,  and  two  concerning 
school  children  aged  11  and  12  years.  Since  1948,  lyitil  these 
three  cases,  there  had  been  no  confirmed  case  of  Polio- 
myelitis in  your  District. 
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There  were  26  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified,  but  these 
cases  did  not  represent  an  outbreak  caused  by  any  organism 
that  could  be  isolated  bacteriologically. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  the  lowest 
for  many  years,  and  were  28  in  number,  although  with  17 
cases  of  Erysipelas  being  notified  it  indicates  that  haemolytic 
streptococcus  is  still  widely  dispersed  in  your  district. 

The  occurrence  of  one  case  of  Diphtheria  in  a child  of 
3 is  another  reminder  of  the  dangers  of  this  disease,  and 
that  the  correct  time  to  have  a child  immunised  is  about  the 
eighth  month  of  the  baby’s  life. 

During  the  year  197  children  under  five  years  were 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  258  children  between  5 
and  14  years. 

The  need  is  for  more  infants  under  1 year  being 
immunised  against  Diphtheria  in  your  District  at  or  before 
their  first  birthday. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1951 

DEARNE 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

After 

Correction. 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Measles  

180 

182 

1 



Whooping  Cough  . . 

94 

94 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

32 

28 

30 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

. 1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

46 

45 

2 

6 

Erysipelas  

17 

17 

2 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

5* 

2 

5 

— 

Dysentery  

1 

1 

1 

— 

Para-Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

26 

26 

(Paralytic) 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

*1  Case  confirmed  as  Acute  Encephalitis. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Corrected) 

1951 

Age  Distribution 


Age 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Dysentery 

1 

P.  Pyrexia 

Paratyphoid 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

| Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Under  1 . . 

1 

12 

_ 

12 

4 

1 



_ 

1—3  . . 

3 

24 

— 

64 

5 

1 

1 

— 

3—5  . . 

8 

43 

1 

78 

6 

3 

1 

5—10  . . 

15 

15 

— 

27 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

10—15  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

15—35  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

11 

— 

35—45  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45—65  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

7 

— 

65  & over  . 

10 

4 

Total 

28 

94 

1 

182 

| 45 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

17 

26 

3 

(ii)  Tuberculosis 

During  the  year,  the  trend  that  has  been  noticed  is  that 
there  has  again  been  an  increase  in  the  co-operation  in 
households  where  there  are  sufferers  from  this  disease,  and 
the  vast  majority  of  cases  in  your  district,  patients  and 
contacts,  are  willing  and  anxious  not  only  to  accept  advice 
on  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and  the 
treatment  of  it,  but  also  to  give  all  the  information  that  is 
asked,  and  to  carry  out  medical  advice. 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
parents  requesting  B.C.G.  Vaccination  for  children  in  their 
households,  and  during  the  year  15  children  were  segregated 
from  known  sources  of  infection,  and  after  skin  testing,  were 
vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  Vaccine,  whilst  13  children  whose 
relatives  although  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  non-infectious  and  quiescent,  were  not  segregated,  but 
were  similarly  protected. 

Thus,  in  a year,  28  children  in  all  in  your  district,  were 
given  added  protection  against  contracting  this  disease,  and 
this  figure  I consider  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 
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In  all.  26  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  to  me  during  the  year,  11  being  Male  and  15  Female. 
This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  6 cases  from  the  numbers 
notified  in  1950,  but  was  less  than  that  notified  in  either 
1948  and  1949. 

New  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  numbered  4 
in  all,  as  against  6 in  the  previous  year. 

Contacts  examined  from  known  cases  total  123,  and 
from  these  contacts,  six  new  cases  were  found  by  clinical 
and  X-ray  examination. 

There  has  been  no  spread  of  Tuberculosis  in  cases  which 
have  been  so  far  re-housed  in  your  district,  and  again  I feel 
that  this  is  a satisfactory  result.  There  have  been  four 
families  where  there  is  a sufferer  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, which  have  been  rehoused  during  the  year,  on  a 
priority  basis. 

During  the  year,  a total  of  29  patients  have  been 
admitted  to  Sanatorium,  and  my  impression  is  that  the 
waiting  period  is  considerably  less  than  it  was,  especially  for 
Male  patients,  although  there  is  still  a fairly  long  waiting 
period  for  children. 

The  home  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has 
progressed  during  the  year,  and  in  all  eleven  patients  have 
been  treated  with  Streptomycin  in  their  own  homes,  and  13 
cases  have  had  re-fills  carried  out  at  the  Chest  Clinics. 

Three  cases  have  had  help  with  the  provision  of  bed  and 
bedding,  and  18  cases  have  had  extra  nourishment  provided. 
The  bed  and  bedding  has  been  provided  in  order  to  segregate 
the  patient  from  the  rest  of  the  family. 

Sputum  cups  have  been  provided  to  16  patients  in  their 
own  homes,  and  there  remains  only  one  patient  for  whom 
an  Open  Air  Shelter  has  been  provided. 

I feel  that  there  has  been  a great  deal  of  help  and  advice 
offered  to  Domiciliary  cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
and  that  the  work  of  the  two  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors 
has  been  excellent. 

Much  of  the  increase  in  the  prevention  of  this  disease 
in  your  district  is  due  to  the  strenuous  work  carried  out  by 
the  Chest  Physician,  and  the  more  minute  following  up 
over  longer  periods,  of  contacts  of  known  cases. 

What  of  the  future  in  the  control  of  this  disease?  I do 
not  think  that  any  one  measure,  be  it  Mass  Radiography, 
Vaccination  with  B.C.G.  Vaccine,  Re-housing,  increasing  the 
spacing  of  houses  to  the  acre  and  decreasing  the  density 
per  house,  cleansing  the  atmosphere  by  itself  would  solve  the 
problem,  but  if  the  outstanding  co-operation  and  action  by 
all  the  various  agencies  concerned  continues,  I am  sure  that 
slow  and  steady  amelioration  will  be  the  result  and  that  the 
ground  gained  will  not  easily  be  lost. 

23 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

and  Mortality 

NEW  CASES 

during 

1951 

Age  Periods 

Years 

Pulmonary 

M. 

p. 

Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6—15 

— 

2 

— 

— 

16—25 

1 

8 

1 

2 

26—35  

2 

4 

— 

— 

36—45  

3 

— 

— 

— 

46—55  

— 

— 

— 

— 

56—65  

— 

— 

— 

— 

66  and  over  

5 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  .. 

11 

15 

1 

2 

DEATHS 


Age  Periods  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Years  M.  P.  M.  P. 


0—1  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 0 

6—15  

— 

— 

1 



16—25 

1 

— 

1 

— 

26—35  

1 

1 

— 

— 

36—45  

2 

— 

— 

— 

46—55  

2 

— 

— 

— 

56—65  

1 

— 

— 

— 

66  and  over  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

8 

1 

2 

— 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  report  herewith  I have  attempted  to  present  to 
you  some  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  my  Department 
during  1951.  Progress  has  been  made  in  most  branches  of 
Public  Health  work  although  circumstances  have  tended  to 
retard  improvements  in  certain  sections.  Due  to  economical 
circumstances  many  owners  of  private  house  property  are 
finding  it  difficult  to  comply  with  statutory  notices 
demanding  the  carrying  out  of  repair  work.  The  details  of 
work  effected  in  house  repair,  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc., 
must  be  regarded  as  a record  of  achievement  under  these 
adverse  circumstances. 

My  concern  was  expressed  at  the  use  of  an  unsuitable 
site,  unlicensed,  as  a situation  for  caravans,  and  also 
respecting  some  of  the  vans  which  were  unsuitable  for 
occupation.  These  matters  were  under  consideration  at  the 
year  end.  The  scheme  whereby  the  Council  undertook  the 
provision  of  all  dustbins  to  houses  has  been  in  operation  for 
fourteen  months.  Temporary  shortages  of  supplies  of  bins 
have  occurred  intermittently  and  although  not  serious,  have 
given  an  indication  of  the  trouble  likely  to  arise  where 
an  Authority  being  the  sole  supplier  of  refuse  receptacles  is 
cut  off  from  supplies  for  long  periods.  A partial  solution 
would  be,  of  course,  to  carry  a very  large  stock  of  bins,  quite 
a costly  item.  Throughout  the  year  premises  within  your 
district  unsuitable  for  occupation  as  dwellings  but 
'•  squatted  ” in  by  families  for  some  long  period,  have  been 
under  the  Department’s  observation  constantly  to  ensure 
that  as  rehousing  took  place  the  unsuitable  premises 
vacated  should  not  be  re-occupied  as  dwellings. 

Routine  inspection  of  foodstuffs,  on  sale,  deposited  for 
the  purpose  of  or  preparation  for,  sale,  for  human  consump- 
tion has  continued  together  with  the  premises  on  which  they 
are  deposited.  The  necessity  for  scrupulous  cleanliness  of 
such  premises  and  persons  employed  as  food  handlers 
should  be  accepted,  and  by  now,  well  established. 
Experience  shows  that  there  has  been  much  improvement 
in  recent  years,  nevertheless,  regular  supervision  by  your 
Inspectorial  staff  remains  very  necessary. 

The  Department’s  staff  continued,  with  success,  the  work 
of  destruction  of  rats  and  mice.  Besides  the  regular  poisons, 
new  ones  were  put  into  use  and  in  general  were  found 
successful.  Rodent  control  is  a branch  of  our  work  which 
has  developed  and  extended  greatly. 
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The  Council  inaugurated  a “ points  ” house-letting 
scheme  for  the  houses  in  their  ownership  and  your  Housing 
Department  asked  for  assistance  in  assessing  the  points  of 
applicants  on  such  items  as  overcrowding  and  sub-standard 
condition  and  together  with  information  on  “ permitted 
numbers  The  Sanitary  Department  dealt  with  approxi- 
mately 1,400  cards  and  on  these  the  relevant  information 
was  given. 

In  past  years  it  has  been  my  duty  to  report  to  you  on 
various  occasions  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  water 
supplied  to  parts  of  the  Dearne  district.  I have  some 
pleasure  in  recording  improvement  in  the  general  condition, 
clarity,  colour  and  to  a lesser  extent,  hardness  of  the  supply 
during  the  year  under  review.  I understand  that  an 
additional  source  of  supply  commenced  in  March  when 
water  from  the  Billingley  borehole  was  put  into  circulation 
and  that  the  water  was  mixed  with  water  from  the  Dearne 
Valley  Colliery  prior  to  being  treated  in  the  new  water- 
softening plant. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  nearly  9,000  tons  of  refuse 
has  been  undertaken  without  nuisance  arising.  It  is  a 
costly  branch  of  the  Public  Health  service  which  must  be 
maintained  whatever  difficulties  arise.  As  one  long- 
experienced  in  the  work  it  gives  me  some  concern  at  what 
appears  to  be  the  “ never-ending  ” rise  in  “ costs  ”. 
Approximately  70%  of  the  outlay  is  devoted  to  the  item  of 
wages  and  30%  to  materials. 

Salvage  sales  have  been  particularly  good  and  both  the 
Authority  and  the  employees  engaged  in  the  work  have 
benefited  financially. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
for  1951  and  asking  you  to  give  it  long  consideration. 

INSPECTORIAL  STAFF 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  G.  H.  Allemby,  C.R.San.I., 

Cert.  Insp.  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods,  Cert.  R.S.I. 
Smoke  Inspector,  Housing 
Inspector. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  W.  Webster,  C.S.I.B. 

T.  Duffy,  C.S.I.B. 

W.  G.  Smith,  C.S.I.B.* 

Clerical  Assistant  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  E.  W.  Woolfendenf 

The  Salaries  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors  are  contributed  to  by  grants  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 
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* W.  G.  Smith,  the  Probationer  District  Sanitary  Inspector, 

obtained  the  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  & S.I.E.J.B.  on  June  30th, 

1951.  He  was  appointed  temporarily  as  District  Sanitary 

Inspector  to  the  Council  on  September  5th,  1951. 
t E.  W.  Woolfenden,  Clerical  Assistant,  resigned  from  the 

Department  on  August  31st,  1951. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  made:  — 
General  inspections  as  to  complaints,  nuisances, 

etc 2002 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  verminous 

premises  29 

Drains  tested  (smoke,  colour,  etc.)  5 

Re-inspections  as  to  compliance  with  notices,  etc.  798 

Inspections  as  to  works  in  progress  28 

Contractors  seen  as  to  works  81 

Owners  seen  as  to  works  46 

Inspections  in  reference  to  infectious  diseases  ...  101 

Smoke  observations 15 

Inspections  of:  — 

Squatters’  premises  45 

Factories  82 

Bakehouses  40 

Caravans  (Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds)  75 

Cinemas  26 

Meat  Vans  and  Shops  94 

Tripe  Sheds,  Maggot  Factory  55 

Allotment-killed  pigs  289 

Dairies  27 

Refuse  Tips  268 

Premises:  re  rodent  infestation  439 

Food  preparing  premises  164 

Schools 15 

Piggeries  9 

Public  Conveniences 156 

Swimming  Bath  17 

Ice-cream  premises  57 

Markets 85 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ' 36 

Milk  Shops  12 


5096 


Notices 

Informal  notices  numbering  619  were  issued  in  relation 
to  matters  arising  from  the  inspections  and  in  88  cases 
formal  notices  were  served. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  487  nuisances  and  defects 
remained  on  the  books  and  2,742  had  been  remedied  during 
the  year. 
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ACTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  nuisances 
and  defects  at  1,158  houses  while  defects  at  942  houses  were 
remedied  during  the  year;  in  connection  with  those 
remaining  on  the  books  further  action  is  pending. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  nuisances  abated 
and  the  defects  remedied  in  and  around  dwellings  other 
than  Council-owned  dwellings:  — 


House  Repairs 

House  roofs  repaired  31 

Eaves  spouts,  fall  pipes  or  vent  shafts  renewed, 

repaired  or  cleansed  83 

Fireplaces  or  ranges,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  62 

Sink  waste  pipes  and  sinks,  repaired  or  renewed  39 

Floors  repaired  35 

Window  sills,  cords  or  frames  repaired 51 

Internal  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  214 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 33 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired,  supply  improved  ...  49 

Walls,  external  brickwork  re-pointed  22 

Food  stores  improved  1 

Chimneys  repaired  24 

Outbuildings  repaired  14 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  renewed  22 

Hot  water  systems  repaired 3 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases 2 

Boundary  walls  repaired  9 

Wash  coppers,  repaired  or  renewed  9 

Washhand  basin  repaired 1 

Bath  waste  pipes  repaired 3 

Entrance  steps  repaired  3 

Ashbins  renewed  463 

Drains 

Taken  up  and  relaid 13 

Opened  and  cleansed 96 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  ...  4 

Gullies  cleansed  or  provided  7 

Water  Closets 

Obstructions  removed  17 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  18 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  25 

Flush  pipe  joints  repaired  ...  • 9 

Pedestals  renewed  17 

Outgo  joints  repaired  4 

Additional  accommodation  provided  1 

Other  Nuisances,  etc.,  abated 

Houses  cleansed  or  rid  of  vermin 22 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed 3 
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HOUSING 


The  following  statistics  indicate  the  work  done  in 
connection  with  housing  during  the  year:  — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  ...  6499 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in 
above  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1,217 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  1217 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Hous- 
ing Consolidated  Regulations  59 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  59 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further 
action:  — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  5 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head 

(3)  (a)  above),  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  1212 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  943 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Act, 
1936: — 

( 1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  88 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
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were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  71 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for 
habitation  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms,  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect 
of  which  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  47 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  98 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  412 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  7 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  37 

NEW  HOUSES. 

5.  Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year:  — 
By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  type  ...  32 

Temporary  type  ...  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise 2 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Any  action  in  connection  with  Section  20,  “Grants 
to  persons  other  than  local  authorities  for 
improvement  of  housing  accommodation  ”...  Nil 
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ACTION  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS 


Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit. 

Under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  and 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Amendment  Regulations,  1932,  59 
inspections  of  dwelling  houses  were  made  and  particulars 
recorded. 

During  the  year  72  houses  were  made  in  all  respects  fit. 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Eleven  caravans  were  situated  in  the  district  at  the 
end  of  the  year  although  no  licence  under  Section  269  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  had  been  granted  for  such  vans.  In 
the  case  of  one  site  containing  nine  caravans,  the  Council 
were  considering  action  to  clear  the  site. 

There  were  only  three  Nissen  huts  occupied  by  four 
families  at  the  W.D.  Camp,  Lowfield  Road,  Bolton-on- 
Dearne,  at  the  year  end.  The  total  number  of  persons 
resident  there  was  fifteen.  Three  huts  were  vacated  during 
the  year  when  each  hut  was  immediately  demolished  by  a 
local  contractor  to  prevent  its  further  use. 

It  is  worth  recalling  the  improvement  effected  in  the 
clearance  of  these  so-called  “ temporary  ” dwellings,  a 
heritage  from  the  war  years.  In  1946  when  the  illegal  act 
of  “ squatting  ” developed,  40  huts  were  entered  and  lived 
in  by  42  families,  a total  of  127  persons,  while  at  the  end  of 
1951  these  had  been  reduced  to  4 families  occupying  3 huts, 
a total  of  15  persons. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


Type  of 
Convenience 
and 

Receptacle. 

Bolton 

and 

Gold- 

thorpe. 

Thurnscoe. 

Barn- 

burgh. 

Total. 

Percentage 

1951. 

Water 

Closets  . . 

4327 

3029 

39 

7395 

99.96 

Midden 

Privy 

2 

— 

1 

3 

0.04 

Total 

Closets  . . 

4329 

3029 

40 

7398 

Ashbins  . . 

3983 

2796 

40 

6819 

99.94 

Privy  Pits  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

0.06 
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FOOD  SUPPLY 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924 

Altogether  306  notifications  were  received  from  Cottager 
Pigkeepers  concerning  the  slaughter  of  314  pigs  and  289  of 
these  pigs  were  inspected.  The  number  of  pigs  killed  in  the 
district  has  dropped  considerably  during  the  past  two  years 
due  mainly  to  the  high  price  of  animal  feeding  stuff  and  the 
good  price  offered  for  carcases  in  the  10-12  stone  dressed 
weight  region  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  neighbouring 
abattoirs. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  various 
diseases  amongst  pigs  slaughtered  throughout  the  district:  — 


Pigs  inspected  at 

Thurnscoe. 

Gold- 

thorpe. 

Bolton-on- 

Dearne. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Number  of  pigs  affected 

Organs  affected : — 

9 

5 

\ 

3 

Head  

99  lbs. 

77  lbs. 

60  lbs. 

Mesentery 

7 lbs. 

5 lbs. 

3 lbs. 

Lungs  

— 

3 lbs. 

441bs. 

Liver  

6 lbs. 



— 

Spleen  

11b. 

— 

— 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Number  of  pigs  affected 

4 

2 

5 

Organs  affected : — 

Heart  (Pericarditis) 

Alb. 



mbs. 

Lungs  (Pleurisy) 

2 lbs. 



— 

Lungs  (Pneumonia) 

2 lbs. 



1 lb. 

Spleen  (Peritonitis) 

lib. 



— 

Kidneys  (Nephritis) 

1 lb. 

3 lbs. 

lAlbs. 

Liver  (Cystic)  

— 

3 lbs. 

The  total  weight  of  pork  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year  amounted  to  280:flbs. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  amongst  pigs  kept  on 
allotments,  etc.,  remained  at  previous  years’  levels.  Farm- 
kept  pigs  showed  a decrease  in  the  tuberculosis  rate. 

(1)  Of  the  pigs  slaughtered  on  farms  17%  were  found 
to  be  affected. 

(2)  Of  the  pigs  slaughtered  other  than  on  farms  (i.e., 
fed  mainly  at  allotments)  4%  were  found  to  be 
affected. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD 

There  was  no  prosecution  under  this  heading  during  the 


year. 


The  food  listed  below  was  surrendered  voluntarily: — 


Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Tomatoes 
Tinned  Tomato  Juice 
Tinned  Meat 
Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Milk  ... 
Tinned  Soup 
Tinned  Fish  ... 
Tinned  Fruit  Juice 
Tinned  Rabbit 
Tinned  Jam  . 

Gravy  Salt  . 

Cream  Cheese 
Table  Jellies  . 

Scotch  Oats  . 
Cornflakes 
Biscuits 
Pickles 
Salad  Cream 
Cheese 
Bacon 
Sausage 
Cakes  ... 

Kippers 

Luncheon  Meat 
Dried  Fruit 
Semolina 


176  tins 
169  tins 
7 tins 
111  tins 
70  tins 
62  tins 
13  tins 
6 tins 
3 tins 
2 tins 

2 tins 

19  packets 
60  packets 

3 packets 
2 packets 
1 packet 

1 packet 


1 

jar 

1 

jar 

103 

lbs. 

37 

lbs. 

19: 

libs. 

19 

lbs. 

14 

lbs. 

3 

lbs. 

3 

lbs. 

1 

lb. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
Registration  of  Distributors. 

Twenty-eight  retail  distributors  of  milk  were  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  were:  — 

Dealer’s  Supplementary 
licences.  licences. 

(a)  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  2 5 

(b)  Sterilised  Milk  16  5 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949. 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  were:  — 

Dealer’s  Supplementary 
licences.  licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested  2 5 
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Sampling  of  Milk.  Biological  Analysis — Presence  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  presence  of  tuberculosis 
from  local  cowsheds  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Twelve  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  reported  upon 
as  negative. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

One  sample  of  Pasteurised  milk  was  taken.  This  was 
reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

Public  Swimming  Bath. 

Two  samples  of  water  from  the  Public  Swimming  Bath, 
Thurnscoe,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination,  the  results  being  as  follows:  — 


Presumptive 

Free  Chlorine  in 

B.  Coli  in  100  ml. 

1.000,000  parts 

Sample  No. 

of  water 

p.H.  value 

of  water 

1. 

None. 

7.1 

0.5 

2. 

None. 

7.3 

0.5 

The  above  samples  were  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
Ice-Cream  Premises. 

Fifty-five  premises  were  registered  at  the  year  end  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream,  including  three  which  were  licensed 
to  manufacture  ice-cream  and  three  to  manufacture  iced 
lollies. 

Much  of  the  ice-cream  sold  was  pre-packed  and  sold 
from  refrigerators  on  the  shop  premises. 

Twenty-seven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  and  provisional  grading 
showed  each  sample  to  be  satisfactory.  This  compares  very 
favourably  with  results  over  the  past  few  years.  In  1949, 
for  example,  more  samples  were  unsatisfactory  than 
satisfactory. 

Brief  details  of  the  samples  are  given  in  the  table 
below:  — 
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Sample 

No. 

Place 

Taken 

Date 

Taken 

Result  oi  Methylene  | 
Blue  Test  or  Coliform  | 
Test 

1 

Provisional 

Grade 

Remarks 

A 

Shop 

4.6.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

alter  4 hours 

i 

Satisfactory 

B 

Shop 

4.6.51 

Conforms  absent  in 

| 

3 out  of  3 — 1 ml. 

Iced 

amounts 

Lollie 

Satisfactory 

c 

Shop 

4.6.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

D 

Shop 

26.6.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

E 

Shop 

26.6.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

P 

Shop 

26.6.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

G 

Shop 

26.6.51 

Conforms  absent 

Lollie 

Satisfactory 

H 

Shop 

26.6.51 

Conforms  absent 

Lollie 

Satisfactory 

I 

Vehicle 

15.7.51 

Decolourised  after  2£ 

hours 

2 

Satisfactory 

J 

Shop 

15.7.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

K 

Manu- 

factory 

15.7.51 

Decolourised  after  3 

hours 

2 

Satisfactory 

L 

Shop 

27.8.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

M 

Shop 

27.8.51 

Decolourised  after  3£ 

hours 

2 

Satisfactory 

N 

Shop 

27.8.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

O 

Shop 

27.8.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

P 

Shop 

27.8.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

Q 

Shop 

27.8.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

R 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Decolourised  after 

hours 

2 

Satisfactory 

S 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Conforms  absent 

Lollie 

Satisfactory 

T 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Decolourised  after  4 

hours 

2 

Satisfactory 

U 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

V 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Conforms  absent 

Lollie 

Satisfactory 

W 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Conforms  absent 

Lollie 

Satisfactory 

X 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

Y 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

Z 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Decolourised  after  4 

hours 

2 

Satisfactory 

AA 

Shop 

29.8.51 

Conforms  absent 

Lollie 

Satisfactory 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Seven  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were  issued 
to  slaughtermen  during  the  year.  At  the  year  end  there 
were  twenty  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  Dearne  Urban 
District. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Enquiries  have  been  made  into  82  cases  of  infectious 
disease;  including  32  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever;  25  cases  of  Food 
Poisoning;  14  cases  of  Gastro-Enteritis ; 3 cases  of  Polio- 
myelitis; two  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  and  1 case 
each  of  Dysentery,  Diphtheria,  Encephalitis,  Nephritis 
(following  Scarlet  Fever),  Paratyphoid,  and  Typhoid  (later 
proved  negative). 

Clearance  of  Choked  Drains. 

76  owners  have  given  general  instructions  to  the  Depart- 
ment to  deal  with  blockages  to  drains  and  waterclosets  as 
they  come  to  notice. 
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106  drains  were  cleansed  under  this  arrangement  at  a 
cost  of  3s.  6d.  to  each  owner. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Reference  to  other  departments  of  the  Council. 

The  following  matters  were  referred  to  other  Depart- 
ments:— 


1.  Overcrowding 

2.  Miscellaneous 

3.  Housing  Schemes: — 

(a)  Defective  ashbins 

(b)  Various  defects 


4 

15 

114 

20 


Offensive  Trades. 

The  two  established  offensive  trades  located  at  Gold- 
thorpe,  tripe  boilers,  have  been  visited  regularly  during  the 
year.  No  nuisance  has  arisen  and  no  complaints  received 
regarding  the  carrying  on  of  the  businesses  although  both 
premises  are  situate  in  built-up  areas. 


Regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  Maggot  Breeding  Factory, 
at  West  Moor  Lane,  Harlington,  where  the  business  was 
carried  on  without  creating  any  serious  nuisance.  Further 
improvements  to  the  buildings  were  carried  out  during  the 
year,  and  a major  improvement  in  May  was  the  provision  of 
a piped  water  supply. 

Shops  Act. 

Visits  were  paid  to  94  premises  during  the  year  in  con- 
nection with  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  shops  legislation. 
There  was  no  contravention  of  this  part  of  the  Act  noted. 

m 

The  Council  is  an  Authority  under  the  Shops  Act,  being 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  whole  of  the 
provisions.  In  this  connection  visits  have  been  paid 
throughout  the  area  regularly  for  detection  of  contraven- 
tions against  general  closing  hours,  half-day  closing,  etc. 
There  have  been  many  cases  dealt  with  by  your  Inspector 
by  verbal  warnings  administered  at  the  time  the  offence  was 
noted. 
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Factories 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authorities 

29 

40 

(2) 

Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (1)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  local 
authority 

34 

52 

(3) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (ex- 
cluding outworkers’ 
premises) 

Total  . . 

63 

92 

— 

There  were  no  contraventions  or  defects  found  during 
the  inspections. 


Supply  of  Ashbins.  Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

The  Council’s  decision  to  provide  and  maintain  dustbins  • 
where  they  became  defective  in  lieu  of  requiring  the  owner 
or  occupier  to  do  so,  was  continued  during  the  year. 

This  service  is  chargeable  to  the  general  rate  of  the 
district. 


The  ashbins  supplied  during  the  year  were  as  follows:  — 

1.  Bin  renewals  to  privately-owned  houses  ...  459 

2.  Bin  renewals  to  Council  houses  114 

3.  Bins  provided  to  New  Houses — 

(a)  Council  houses 32 

(b)  Private  houses 2 

— 34 


607 

4.  Bins  provided  to  Trade  premises  by 

U.D.C.  (on  request)  4 

Year’s  Total  Bins  611 


Respecting  the  cost  of  the  scheme  for  the  year  under 
review  with  an  average  cost  of  a bin  at  £1  5s.  0d.,  this  was 
approximately  £759.  Due  to  the  serious  shortage  of 
materials,  Local  Authorities  were  notified  that  as  from  April 
1st,  1951,  galvanising  of  bins  could  no  longer  be  carried  out. 
As  a substitute  painting  of  the  bins  now  takes  place,  a very 
poor  substitute  and  one  likely  to  add  seriously  to  the  cost 
of  our  scheme. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Sixty-two  treatments  were  again  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Department  for  rats  and  mice  infestations  on  land 
and  property  in  the  district.  Poisons  used  following  pre- 
baiting include  Arsenic,  Zinc  Phosphide,  Red  Squill  and 
Antu.  A new  poison  was  tried  during  December  “ Warfarin  ” 
which  is  used  as  a direct  poison  bait.  It  is  too  early  yet  to 
determine  the  exact  efficiency  of  this  particular  rat-killer, 
but  it  is  possible  that  it  will  prove  very  successful. 


Premises 

Number  of 
Treatments 

Infestation 

Type  of 
Treatment 

Private  Houses 

31 

Rats  & Mice 

Poison  and 
Trapping 

Business  Premises 

9 

Rats  & Mice 

Poison 

Sewers  . . 

7 

Rats 

Poison 

Schools 

4 

Rats  & Mice 

Poison 

Sewage  Works 

4 

Rats 

Poison 

Refuse  Tips  . . 

4 

Rats 

Poison 

School  Canteens 

3 

Mice 

Poison 

TOTAL 

62 

Disinfestation 

Seventeen  houses  were  treated  during  the  year,  thirteen 
to  rid  them  of  bugs.  The  rooms  were  thoroughly  sprayed 
with  an  insecticide  and  again  at  an  interval  of  three  weeks. 

Two  houses  infested  with  Red  Mites  and  two  with  Cock- 
roaches were  treated. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(Referring  to  the  year  April,  1951,  to  March,  1952) 

The  district  continued  to  be  scavenged  by  four  teams 
of  men  with  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicles. 
Three  of  the  four  vehicles  were  taken  off  work  at  various 
times  during  the  summer  for  general  overhaul  and  painting, 
the  collecting  area  of  the  others  being  extended  during  this 
period. 

A new  Karrier  Bantam  was  delivered  on  January  4th, 
1952,  and  was  put  into  operation  on  the  7th,  one  of  the 
older  vehicles  being  kept  as  a stand-by. 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  maintained  through- 
out the  year,  while  during  part  of  the  period  an  even 
quicker  “ turn-round  ” was  possible. 

Hired  team  labour  was  engaged  for  2i  days  during 
February  to  lead  clay  to  cover  a portion  of  the  Ingsfield  Lane 
Tip  when  fire  broke  out. 

Protective  clothing  was  again  supplied  to  all  members 
of  the  scavenging  staff,  each  person  being  issued  with  at 
least  one  pair  of  overalls  and  two  pairs  of  gloves. 
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The 

average  annual  yield 

of  refuse  per  house  was 

slightly  lower  than  last  year. 

Average 

Estimated  Annual  Yield 

of  Refuse  from  each  house 

Goldthorpe  and 

Year 

Thurnscoe 

Bolton-on-Dearne 

1946 

1 ton  4.46  cwts. 

1 ton  2.53  cwts. 

1947 

1 ton  7.67  cwts. 

1 ton  7.43  cwts. 

1948 

1 ton  6.54  cwts. 

1 ton  5.17  cwts. 

1949 

1 ton  5.82  cwts. 

1 ton  2.12  cwts. 

1950 

1 ton  7.84  cwts. 

1 ton  3.73  cwts. 

1951 

1 ton  6.87  cwts. 

1 ton  4.18  cwts. 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  “ test  weighings  ” 

of  Karrier  Bantam  loads  have  shown  that  the  average  load 
estimate  of  two  tons  was  slightly  on  the  low  side.  Loads 
have  now  been  calculated  at  2£  tons  each. 

Labour — Staff  employed 

The  staff  engaged  on  the  collection  of  refuse  was  as 
follows: — 

Four  lorry  drivers. 

Sixteen  labourers. 

Two  tipmen  were  occupied  full-time  on  the  Council’s 
controlled  tip.  An  additional  man  was  employed  on  the  tip 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  to  recover  salvage- 
able material. 

One  man  was  engaged  in  the  baling  of  waste  paper, 
sorting  of  salvage,  cleansing  of  public  conveniences,  rodent 
control,  etc.  As  in  the  past  this  employee  deputised  for  the 
foreman. 

A foreman  supervised  the  work  of  the  staff,  carried  out 
disinfection  and  disinfestation  work  and  cleansed  all  blocked 
drains  of  property  where  the  owners  have  agreed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Council’s  scheme  to  liberate  such  blockages. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  average  number  of  premises  on  our  weekly  collec- 
tion list  for  the  past  year  was  6,730  for'  the  district  of 
Dearne,  comprising  3,973  at  Bolton-on-Dearne  and  Gold- 
thorpe,  2,717  at  Thurnscoe  and  40  at  Barnburgh.  The 
number  of  receptacles  were:  Bolton-on-Dearne  and  Gold- 
thorpe  3,983;  Thurnscoe  2,796;  Barnburgh  (Green  Lane) 
40;  making  a total  of  6,819  refuse  receptacles. 

Trade  Refuse 

Twenty-one  premises  remained  on  the  list  for  trade 
refuse  removal  and  a small  charge  was  made  for  the  service. 
Collections  made  from  some  businesses  consisted  mainly  of 
saleable  salvage,  paper,  cardboard,  etc.,  no  charge  being 

made  in  these  cases. 


Clinker  and  refuse  have  been  removed  regularly  from 
all  schools  in  the  district. 

Collection  cost  per  house 

The  annual  cost  of  collecting  refuse  from  each  house 
and  conveying  it  to  the  disposal  site  was  £1  7s.  lid.  This 
compares  with  £1  3s.  9d.  last  year. 

Wages  rates  rose  in  the  twelve  months  April,  1951,  to 
March,  1952,  by  16s.  lOd.  per  man  weekly.  The  weekly 
wages  for  scavengers  are  now  well  over  double  the  rates  in 
1940.  In  making  this  comment  I would  add  that  workmen 
engaged  on  public  cleansing  work  in  such  a “home-coal” 
area  as  Dearne  deserve  adequate  financial  reward. 

The  cost  of  collecting  a bin,  emptying  and  conveying 
the  refuse  to  the  tip  was  approximately  6d. 

DISPOSAL 

All  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
during  the  year.  The  main  tip  for  refuse  has  been  the 
disused  Brickworks  quarry  at  Ingsfield  Lane,  Bolton-on- 
Dearne. 


SUMMARY  OF  LOADS 
Bolton-upon-Dearne  District 


(including  Goldthorpe  and  Green  Lane,  Barnburgh) 


Ingsfield  Lane  Tip,  Bolton-on-Dearne... 
Thurnscoe  Fairplay  Stadium  

Lorry  loads 
2,282 

13 

2,295 

Thurnscoe  District 

Ingsfield  Lane  Tip,  Bolton-on-Dearne... 

Thurnscoe  Fairplay  Stadium  

Chapel  Lane,  Thurnscoe 

Gooseacre  Allotments,  Thurnscoe 

1,735 

104 

3 

1 

1,843 

Total 

Expressed  as  Tons  (2£  tons  per  load)  ... 

4,138 

8,793 

Loads 

Tons 

The  disposal  of  the  district’s  refuse  by  controlled  tipping 
was  continued.  The  improvements  to  the  running  track 
surface  at  the  Thurnscoe  Greyhound  Stadium  were  com- 
pleted early  in  the  year. 
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SCAVENGING  COSTS 


(Note:  The  Cleansing  Report  deals  with  the  period 
April  1st,  1951,  to  March  31st,  1952) 


Collection.  Disposal. 


Total. 


£ s.  d. 


£ s.  d.  £ s d. 


Net  Total  Cost  

Cost  per  ton  

Cost  per  1.000  population 
Cost  per  1,000  houses 


9,457  13  74 
1 1 6 
390  0 0 
1,410  8 11 


1,134  17  94 
2 7 
45  18  4 
164  12  6 


10,592  11  5 
14  1 
435  18  4 
1,575  1 5 


The  increase  in  total  cost  of  the  scavenging  service  over 
1950  is  £1,400.  This  is  due  to  the  purchase  of  a new  Karrier 
Bantam  £812,  rise  in  wages — over  £500,  and  the  installation 
of  a Compressor  and  Greaser  £230,  this  latter  item  being 
available  for  all  Departments’  vehicles. 

Cost  per  ton 

The  cost  of  disposal  per  ton  of  refuse  has  reduced  by 
lOd.  compared  to  the  1950  figures.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  no  tip  soiling  has  been  carried  out  this  year,  soil  being 
unobtainable. 


SALVAGE 

(Year:  April  1st,  1951,  to  March  31st,  1952) 

The  price  obtainable  for  waste  paper  remained  high 
throughout  the  year.  On  June  1st  mixed  paper  prices  rose 
from  £10  10s.  Od.  to  £16  per  ton  and  this  figure  held  good 
right  to  the  year  end,  although  we  were  informed  that  from 
April  1st,  1952,  the  price  would  be  decreased  to  £13  per  ton. 
Newspaper  prices  fluctuated  considerably  averaging 
£22  15s.  Od.  for  the  year. 

Materials  salvaged  and  sold  during  the  year 


Quantity  Material  * Sales 

tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs.  doz.  £ s.  d. 

107  6 2 4 Paper  1,690  15  10 

3 4 2 11  Rags,  etc 103  18  84 

3 12  1 7 Scrap  Iron  9 18  10 

2 16  Unflattened  Tins  4 4 0 

1 7 Aluminium  10  5 

188  Tins  9 8 0 

69  Bottles  3 9 0 


116  19  3 1 257  £1,822  14  9‘ 
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Since  the  salvage  scheme  commenced  in  1940, 
£7,846  10s.  Old.  has  been  recovered  from  the  sale  of  1,174  tons 
13  cwts.  0 qrs.  10£  lbs.  of  materials  and  1 1,277^  dozen  tins, 
bottles  and  jars. 

Salvage  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme 

The  Salvage  Incentive  Bonus  scheme  proved  very 
successful  throughout  1951.  During  the  first  six  months, 
January  to  June,  a workman  who  was  employed  the  full 
twenty-six  weeks  drew  a total  bonus  of  £10  16s.  Od.  In  the 
second  period,  July  to  December,  a full  six  months’  work 
entitled  a workman  to  a total  bonus  of  £18  5s.  5d.  Thus  an 
employee  who  completed  a full  year’s  work  drew  an  average 
of  ll/2d.  bonus  per  week. 

The  bonus  scheme  was  amended  in  December  to  the 
mutual  agreement  of  both  workmen  and  the  Council  and 
the  following  scheme  applied  from  December  20th,  1951. 

From  the  total  salvage  sales  in  a six  months’  period  the 
costs  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  the  salvage  (labour  and 
materials)  is  deducted.  The  sum  remaining  is  to  be  shared 
equally  between  the  Council  and  the  workmen. 

General  Observations — Public  Cleansing 

The  cleansing  of  the  district’s  refuse  receptacles 
throughout  the  year  was  well  maintained  and  worked 
smoothly.  Many  of  the  troubles  which  tend  to  disturb  a 
scavenging  system  have  been  overcome,  including  loss  of 
workmen  to  higher  paid  jobs  and  shortage  of  supplies  of 
dustbins. 

The  need  for  a permanent  central  depot,  including 
garage,  workshop  and  mess  room  for  the  staff  must  again 
be  mentioned.  Year  by  year  the  district  grows  and  this 
question  becomes  more  and  more  acute.  I have  already 
drawn  attention  to  the  increasing  cost  of  the  service  but 
as  the  main  cause  of  the  increase  is  higher  wages  rates  to 
workmen  I regard  this  as  an  improvement.  Public  cleansing 
workmen  have  been  underpaid  in  the  past  for  the  service 
they  give  particularly  in  the  area  where  the  refuse  yield 
is  high,  as  in  the  Dearne. 
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Final  Remarks 

In  concluding  a report  on  another  year’s  work  I wish 

to  thank  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  J.  Leiper,  for  his 
ready  assistance  and  co-operation. 

The  Heads  of  the  various  Departments  of  the  Council 
have  at  all  times  been  ready  to  aid  my  work. 

The  staff  of  my  own  Department  have  been  diligent, 
the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  undertaking  difficult  work 
with  zeal  and  ability,  and  to  all  the  foregoing  I say  thanks. 

I end  by  placing  on  record  appreciation  of  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and 
assistance  throughout  the  year  under  review,  1951. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  ALLEMBY,  Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


June,  1952 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
BOLTON-UPON-DEARNE. 
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